PHOTO STORY
The General Dental Council (GDC) has published its new Standards for the dental team, replacing its current standards guidance.
The new guidance is effective from 30 September 2013 and can be viewed at www. gdc-uk.org/Dentalprofessionals/ Standards/Pages/standards.aspx. Hard copies are being sent to all dental professionals.
When to save a tooth and when to replace it with an implant was the central debate at a special event held in London's West End on 15 July.
On an evening in Harley Street, Drs Michael Norton and Julian Webber sought to help general dental practitioners to give their patients accurate advice on the options for treating seriously compromised teeth. A number of case studies and the results achieved were presented, along with a review of the literature and a discussion on the success rates for endodontic and implant treatment.
Dr Webber said: 'General practitioners should not bypass the opinion of an endodontic specialist and recommend implant treatment. If the tooth could potentially be saved then it would be unethical to remove it without specialist advice. ' 
NEWS SEAWEED HARVESTING THREATENS IMPRESSION MATERIAL
A rise in seaweed harvesting in the Outer Hebrides could threaten the seaweed diversity of the islands, 1 a valuable resource used not only for soil fertiliser and biofuel but in the production of a gum used for dental impression material.
While current harvesting is limited to low seaweed diversity areas with relatively low impact, increased harvesting could alter the dynamics of the ecosystem and make conditions more favourable for non-native species. Agar, a reversible hydrocolloid made from seaweed extract, is one of the oldest but most accurate dental impression materials known. The agar content of seaweeds varies according to the conditions of seawater and a rise in harvesting has the potential for the removal of the damping effect of the sea by these large brown species, thereby changing the structure of the habitat. Should the area lose its seaweed diversity or lose its native species to other new and invasive varieties the quality of agar may change.
The Crown Estate-commission report emphasised that 'considerable quantities' of the plant were already being collected, but currently the presence of nonnative seaweeds was 'relatively light' . Further monitoring will be needed with any rise in harvesting in order to fully assess its impact on seaweed diversity in an area that contributes to 20% of the UK seaweed flora.
